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Cancer care is currently shifting from a disease-centered

approach to a more personalized and person-centered approach.

The integration of telemedicine tools such as teleconsultation and

telemonitoring may allow to improve person-centered care and

patients’ empowerment.

Telemedicine and cancer care:







5



The eCAN JA explores the role of telemedicine

teleconsultation and telemonitoring in two clinical trials

focusing on tele-rehabilitation and tele-psychological

support in different populations of cancer patients in 11

European countries. Patient Reported Outcomes (PRO)

and Experiences are monitored by dedicated tele

monitoring systems

WP5 activities



Pilot 1 a: intervention arm 59 newly diagnosed BC control arm 59 

newly diagnosed BC 

Pilot 2: intervention arm 59 pts with advanced cancer control 

arm 59 patients

Pilot 1b: intervention arm 59 patients with H&N cancer control 

arm 59 patients with H&N cancer

WP5 Pilot trials

7A total of 254 patients have been randomized



Outcome 

measures
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QoL measure 

specifically 

designed for 

cancer 

patients

EORTC 

QLQ C30

VAS is a 

unidimensional 

measure of 

pain intensity, 

used to record 

patients’ pain 

progression

VAS Pain

This tool is a 

single-item 

tool using a 0 

(no distress) 

to 10 (extreme 

distress) point 

Likert scale. 

DISTRESS 

THERMOME

TER

The patient-reported outcome (PRO) is a standardized method for 

measuring patients’ views of their health and health-related quality of life, 

and the results are expected to play several roles in advancing patient-

centered health care. 



Pilots, WP5
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• ITALY: 2 centers

• BELGIUM: 1 center

• CYPRUS: 3 centers

• GREECE: 1 center

• IRELAND: 1 center

• SPAIN: 2 centers

• HUNGARY: 1 centers

• LITHUANIA: 3 centers

• PORTUGAL: 3 centers

• SLOVENIA: 1 center

10 countries and 18 centers
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- Clinical trial conduction Large variability in clinical expertise

- Telemedicine expertise Low digital health literacy skills in several European 

Centers

- Technical tools Lack of eHealth tools

- Variability in DPO evaluation and GDPR compliance different approach to 

data protection rules

- Legal and Ethical framework lack of common guidelines

- Role of telemedicine in cancer care Need of validation of eHealth 

tools in different setting of cancer care

Lesson learned
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WP6

- Cybersecurity

- Legal and Ethical issues
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Cancer 

Centers

Telemedicin

e expertise
Clinical trial 

skills
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Telemedicine

Telemonitorin

g

Interoperability

Pilot projects

Data Access

Data Exchange

Machine learning

AI implementation

Health 

Data

Guidelines

Protocols

Recommendati

ons 

for

Digital 

Capabilities

In Cancer 

Centers 

Research 

activities

eCAN 2: to enhance digital capabilities of 

cancer centers in Europe, particularly in 

Eastern Europe

Implementation 

of 

eHealth
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