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Scientific misconduct in research and non-research publications 

includes but is not necessarily limited to data fabrication; data 

falsification including deceptive manipulation of images; purposeful 

failure to disclose relationships and activities; and plagiarism. 

Some people consider failure to publish the results of clinical trials 

and other human studies a form of scientific misconduct. While each 

of these practices is problematic, they are not equivalent. Each 

situation requires individual assessment by relevant stakeholders.

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION ETHICS
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It is extremely difficult for people reading a study, or 

watching a news segment about a particular study, to 

recognize that it appeared in a predatory journal. 

Predatory publishing creates a major obstacle in the drive 

to ensure that new research on critical topics is well-

founded and truthful. This can have implications in health 

and medical research.

LAURA HOOD, THE CONVERSATION 2023.
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Public digital libraries and open access 

publishing promise great benefits for 

science and society: equity […], more 

effective practice of science; and 

reduction in overall costs.”

HAROLD VARMUS, THE ART AND POLITICS OF SCIENCE, 2009



Equity?



Academic publishing may have been 

held hostage by large conglomerates, 

but the mode in which OA is being 

proposed does nothing to alter that.

JOHN HOLMWOOD | BLOG LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS



While the original intent of open 

access was to limit or destroy [the 

large commercial publishers] 

monopoly, the exact opposite has 

happened.”

HOLLEY RP. OPEN ACCESS: CURRENT OVERVIEW AND FUTURE PROSPECTS. LIBRARY

TRENDS 2018;67(2):214-40. CIT. IN: RODRIGUES RS, ABADAL E, DE ARAÚJO BK. OPEN

ACCESS PUBLISHERS: THE NEW PLAYERS. PLOS ONE 2020;15(6):E0233432.



There is an oligopoly of commercial 

publishers trying to control the 

scientific communication system, 

creating a level of dependence where 

researchers have little power to 

decide what and where to publish.”

STEPHEN PINFIELD | LEARNED PUBLISHING, 2020





Better science?



The journals will not necessarily have 

any financial incentives to ensure 

appropriate peer review or quality 

control.”

MARTIN HAGVE | TIDSS KRIFTET, 2020



Costs reduction?



… a systemic opacity both within 
institutions as well as regarding 
the ‘black box’ of finances around 
scholarly communication.”

LAWSON S, GRAY J, MAURI M. OPENING THE BLACK BOX OF SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION FUNDING. OPEN

LIBR HUMANIT. 2016;2(1).



In a market where higher fees 
help to indicate prestige and 
legitimacy, the profit-motive of 
commercial publishers and 
careerism of authors are 
perversely aligned.”

SHAUN KHOO

BLOG LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS, 2022



The price paid for APC is already 
not directly linked to the costs of 
production but rather to what the 
market will bear.”

STEPHEN PINFILED | LEARNED PUBLISHING, 2020



PRESSURE TO 
PUBLISH

INNOVATION TRUST

FRAUD & 
MISCONDUCT

PREDATORY 
PUBLISHING

NEW PUBLISHING 
MODELS

OPEN ACCESS

PREPRINT ARCHIVES

OPENNESS QUALITY

POSTPUB 
PEER REVIEW

PREPUB PEER 
REVIEW

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR PEER REVIEW 
IN ACADEMIC PUBLISHING?
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WILL THE PEER REVIEWERS BE REPLACED 
BY AI SOON?
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So, what?



The research community 
should regain control of the 
scholarly communication 

system.



Publicly funded research 
aims, methods, and results 
should be disseminate free

in open repositories.



What now, with artificial 
intelligence?The answer was to 

frame innovation and AI as a 
colleague, not a replacement.



Critical appraisal skills are 
essential to informed 

decision-making.



Do we have to start again 
with the children?
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