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About us
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To reduce the burden of cancer, improve outcomes and 
the quality of care for cancer patients, through 

multidisciplinarity and multiprofessionalism

Working together to build consensus 
and achieve improvement 

in cancer care 

34 20Member 
Societies

Patient 
Advocacy 
Groups



Our Member Societies



Our Patient Advocacy Groups
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An open and collaborative approach

Members of Working closely with



Our Strategy 2020-23
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Pillar 1: Policy and Advocacy Pillar 2: Convenor and Facilitator around 
Focused Topics

• On behalf of our Member Societies, we strive to be a 
leading organisation in the development of 
oncopolicy and advocacy at the European level

• On behalf of our Member Societies, we are available 
as a resource to European institutions to convene 
and facilitate across disciplines, professions and with 
patient advocates

• We advocate on key policy issues, speaking with one 
voice on behalf of our Member Societies and patient 
groups, to enhance the impact of their expertise and 
experience

• We act as the "federation" of the European cancer 
community - amplifying the important work of our member 
societies and Patient Advisory Committee.

• We convene our Member Societies, patient groups and other 
stakeholders for discussion and exchange, building consensus 
and co-ordinating activities, including through our Focused 
Topic Networks. 

• We believe in collaboration, bringing together those who 
share our Mission and Vision to promote multidisciplinarity
and multi-professionalism for the benefit of patients, as well 
as advocating across Europe for our agreed policies.
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Pillar 1: Responding to opportunity & 
challenge



8

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan
10 Flagship initiatives 2021-2025

Prevention Eliminate cancers caused by human papillomaviruses (by 2030)

20212021 20222022 20232023 20242024 20252025

Early 

detection
Develop a new EU Cancer Screening Scheme

Diagnosis & 

treatment

Establish an EU Network of National Comprehensive Cancer Centres

Launch ‘Cancer Diagnostic and Treatment for All’

Launch UNCAN.eu to help identify individuals at high risk for common cancers

Quality 

of life
Launch the ‘Better Life for Cancer Patients Initiative’

Cross pillar 

objectives 

& initiatives

Create a Knowledge Centre 

on Cancer

Launch an EU Cancer 

Imaging Initiative

Launch a Cancer Inequalities Registry

Launch the ‘Helping Children 

with Cancer Initiative’



Horizon Europe’s EU Cancer Mission



Collating views and presenting as one
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Pillar 2: Convenor and Facilitator around 
Focused Topics
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The Survivorship & Quality of Life Network
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Free From Cancer
Achieving Quality of Life for All Cancer Patients and Survivors
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There are now almost 10 million people surviving more than five years after cancer 
diagnosis in Europe. 

Improved survival is associated with a wide range of ongoing, long-lasting issues:

• Psycho-social aspects: cancer distress, cancer stigma, professional and financial 
difficulties; and 

• Physical aspects: cancer treatment side-effects, long-term chronic pain, cancer 
complications and comorbidities.

There are important hurdles and inequalities across Europe, impeding the access of cancer patients and survivors to 
the care they need.

An overall reorientation of cancer systems is needed to ensure cancer patients and survivors are able to look forward 
to a life free of cancer and its effects, both physically and psychologically.

https://www.europeancancer.org/resources/166:free-from-cancer-achieving-quality-of-life-for-all-cancer-patients-and-survivors.html


Free From Cancer’s 7 Asks
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Take action on cancer 
distress

Elevate management of 
pain and other symptoms

Recognise Sexuality in 
Health System Approaches

Meet the Comorbidities 
Challenge

Empower patients and survivors: 
Education & Information

The Right to Reintegration 
into the Workplace

The “Right to Be Forgotten”



Quality Cancer Care Network
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The Quality Cancer Care Network aims to:

• Improve outcomes for cancer patients in Europe 
through the adoption and the implementation of 
essential requirements for quality cancer care in Europe

• Complement existing clinical guidelines and improve 
their efficacy

• Shape the policy environment at European and national 
levels to improve quality of cancer care across Europe 
and decrease inequalities in cancer outcomes



Quality Cancer Care Network
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Open Access:

• Lung Cancer

• Breast Cancer

• Prostate Cancer

• Primary Care

• Melanoma

• Oesophageal and Gastric Cancer

• Colorectal Cancer

• Soft Tissue Sarcoma in Adults and 
Bone Sarcoma

Coming Soon:

• Pancreatic Cancer

• Ovarian Cancer

• Glioma
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Essential Requirements for 
Quality Cancer Care



The European Quality Cancer Care 
Catalogue
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europeancancer.org



Our Covid-19 Network
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Representing 20 organisations from the healthcare professional and patient advocacy 
communities, the Network has been established on a task-and-finish basis to: 

i. The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on cancer patients and multidisciplinary cancer care; and

ii. The responses of different specialisms/stakeholders to the Covid-19 pandemic

1) Collect intelligence from our Member Societies to capture the Europe-wide experience of: 

2) Employ this collective intelligence to help: 

i. Redesign cancer services in the era past the first Covid-19 peak, taking into account social distancing rules while 
optimising cancer care outcomes for patients

ii. Prepare health-care services to enhance delivery of multi-disciplinary cancer care during a second wave of 
Covid-19 or another pandemic

iii. Deliver a focused  prioritized multidisciplinary cancer care policy for European citizens and patients for current 
and future pandemics



The 7 Point Plan to Build Back Better
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1. Urgently addresses the cancer backlog

2. Restore confidence of European citizens and patients in cancer health services

3. Tackle medicines, products and equipment shortages

4. Address cancer workforce gaps across the European continent

5. Employ innovative technologies to strengthen cancer systems and provide optimal care to 
cancer patients

6. Embed data collection and the rapid deployment of cancer intelligence to enhance policy 
delivery

7. Secure deeper pan-European health cooperation

Cancer must not become the Forgotten “C” in the Fight against COVID-19.



Coming soon…
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Highlights from other Networks.
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Health Systems and Treatment 
Optimisation Network producing an 
advocacy paper supporting its 
Summit 2020 resolution

HPV Action Network
Assisting the European Commission 
and WHO in achieving HPV cancer 
elimination following successful 
lobbying for this goal

Inequalities Network
Will support the European Commission 
in developing the EBCP Inequalities 
Registry after achieving important 
focus to these needs.

Digital Health Network
Following an illuminating multi-stakeholder 
debate on oncology data needs in 
November, now taking an active role in 
European Health Data Space
representations

Workforce Network
Publishing its Advocacy Paper in March, 
covering matters such as workforce 
shortages, training and education needs 
and workforce conditions (incl safety)

Prevention Network
After successfully lobbying the Commission 
on cancer screening issues, 2021 will see a 
focus to primary prevention, especially 
linking EU and international agendas



European Cancer Summit 2020
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Working Together Against Cancer: Breaking Down Barriers & Saving Lives

The virtual European Cancer Summit 2020 on 18 & 19 November brought together leading oncology experts, 
patient advocates, politicians and policy-makers to discuss the main issues impacting cancer policy, for the 
benefit of cancer patients, healthcare professionals and all people across Europe. 

• 85 High-Level Speakers

• 12 Sessions with Relevance & Impact

• 8 New Resolutions

• Patient Voice Heard in All Sessions

• Over 500 Delegates from 38 Countries



17 & 18 November

Brussels and Virtual 

europeancancer.org/summit @EuropeanCancer        #europeancancersummit
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European Code of Cancer Practice
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Translation in 25 languages and more resources available on our website:



Codice Europeo di Prassi Contro il Cancro
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PUBLISHED APRIL 2021

28



GRAZIE MILLE PER L’INVITO

Insieme possiamo fare 
molto di più che separati
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