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Becoming the world’s first climate-neutral 
continent is the greatest challenge and opportunity 
of our times. We are on track to meet our ambitious 

Paris Agreement goals and 2030 targets. 
But we need to go further and faster if we are 

serious about climate neutrality in 2050. 

Political Guidelines for the new Commission 2019-2024 
by the President of the European Commission, 

Ursula von der Leyen



A European Green Deal

“The Commission is also keen to reduce its 
environmental impact as an institution and as an 

employer. It will present a comprehensive 
action plan in 2020 to implement itself the 
objectives of the Green Deal and to become 

climate neutral by 2030.” 



❑ EU environmental management 
system since 2005

❑Decrease the environmental 
impact 

❑ Lead by example

❑ A "tool" for resource efficiency

Eco-Management      and 

Audit Scheme 



EMAS Performers' video  (3:14 min)

https://youtu.be/8r2BziT435A
https://youtu.be/8r2BziT435A


How does EMAS work?



1. Multicriteria Decision Aid: the Environmental Review to 
identity all the emissions sources - The EC requested a feasibility 
study of an independent consultant; 

2. Plan : DG R&I has set a 10 point annual plan integrating the 
EMAS actions

3. Do: implement the actions

4. Check: verify the target achievement

5. Act: every year a report shows the progresses and eventual 
obstacles to achieve the targets, and update the next year plan

Going beyond: towards climate 

neutrality – DG R&I

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d3ecabf9-f895-11ea-991b-01aa75ed71a1


Going beyond: towards climate 

neutrality – DG R&I
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Working at the office "Paperless EC"

✓ Print less (only when 
necessary, double-sided 
printing)

✓ Work electronically 
(collaborative platforms, 
e-signature)



Reducing our waste: Not a waste of time!

✓ 30% of the waste ending up in the black bin in 
our offices could have been recycled



Greening your professional trips

✓ Is it necessary? –
Videoconference! 

✓ Can I use the train 
instead?

✓ Or carpool?

Organise "greener" meetings and events

Choose/ Buy green (Green Public Procurement)





The carbon footprint of our daily choices…

Source: http://timeforchange.org

Staff awareness.. Not only for the office

http://timeforchange.org/


Green Quiz 1

✓ How much more CO2 is emitted during a daily 
commuting trip by a private car instead of

tram/metro?

(a) 2 times more (b) 5 time more (c) no difference

Source: https://www.stib-mivb.be/

(b) 5 time more

Source: https://www.stib-mivb.be/

https://www.stib-mivb.be/
https://www.stib-mivb.be/


Thank you


