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              Strengthening health policy governance across all levels in the EU                    

                                                                    Brussels, 6-7 November 2014 

                          Venue: Committee of the Regions /European Economic and Social Committee 

                                        5th floor, Jacques Delors Building, 99, rue Belliard, Brussels  

Background 

The principle of subsidiarity is a pillar of the European Union governance model. The EU “in areas which do not fall 

within its exclusive competence, shall act only if and insofar as the objectives of the proposed action cannot be 

sufficiently achieved by the Member States, either at central level or at regional and local level, but can rather, by 

reason of the scale or effects of the proposed action, be better achieved at Union level” (art 5 of the Treaty on EU). 

Subsidiarity does not merely refer to the relations between the Union and its Member States, but is also an 

overarching principle of governance that can also apply to the sub-national level. In most countries the regional and 

local levels constitute an important element of governance. Particularly in health, regional authorities play an 

essential role in the organization and the management of the health system in several Member States.  

The regional dimension in governance is also acknowledged by the EU, as demonstrated by the importance attributed 

- both strategically and financially - to the Cohesion Policy and the Structural Funds. The European Union promotes a 

direct dialogue between the EU institutions and the regional level. A tangible proof of this communication channel is 

the existence of the Regional Delegations in Brussels. 

Objectives 

This event, organized under the patronage of the Italian Presidency of the EU Council, aims at discussing the relations 

between the various governance levels in the field of health policy. It will explore ways for strengthening collaboration 

and synergies between Regions and National Governments as well as fostering support and guidance provided by the 

European level. 

In particular, the workshop will 

• Analyze best practices in governance mechanisms and working across levels; 

• Zoom into 4 specific policy areas that can provide illustration of how the EU can add value to health policy 

developments at national and regional level; 

• Review and discuss position papers of Italian EU Presidency in these 4 areas  
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Target audience 

This workshop is aimed at national and regional policy makers in health and other stakeholders from all Member 

States who are interested in learning about best practice in cooperation across levels and mechanisms, structures and 

processes that can facilitate this.  

Agenda 

Thursday , 6
th

 of November 2014 

“Fostering interaction and coordination between the national and regional dimension in health policy” 

This session will discuss various mechanisms and processes that can contribute to better cooperation and 

coordination between levels in order to develop consistent and effective health policies: national and 

regional health plans, interregional conferences, national platforms, national or regional targets, etc. 

Drawing on the experience from Italy and various other EU Member States discussions will focus on what 

elements are characterizing the national-regional collaboration and how these efforts can be improved and 

supported.  

13.00 Registration and welcome light lunch 

13.30 Introduction 

Moderator: Massimo Mirandola, Veneto Region 

Maureen O'Neill, President of the Section for Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship, 

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 

Giuseppe Ruocco, General Director, Food safety and nutrition and Coordinator of PMI, 

Italian Ministry of Health 

14.00 Welcome 

C. Bramezza, General Director, LHU Veneto Orientale, Regione del Veneto 

14:15 Investing in health using EU structural funds- policy, actors and processes 

Sylvain Giraud, Head of Unit, DG Health and Consumers, European Commission 

14:45 Best practices in health system governance: learning from the European experience 

Matthias Wismar, Senior Health Policy Analyst, European Observatory on Health Systems 

and Policies 

15.15 Break 

15.30 The role of the regions in the development of health policies 

Facilitated panel debate drawing on the experience from: 

• Italy - Antonio Maritati, Director, Veneto Region, Rome Office 

• Spain - Ana M. Carriazo, Chief of Unit, Regional Health Ministry of Andalusia 

• Slovenia - Tit Albreth, National Institute of Public Health, Slovenia 
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17.00 Conclusion and introduction to the second day of the workshop 

Matthias Wismar, Senior Health Policy Analyst, European Observatory on Health Systems 

and Policies 

17.30 Closing 

 



 

 

Event organised in the framework of the  

Italian Presidency of the Council of the European Union  

in the Health Sector 

 

 

 

 

 

4  

 

 

Friday 7th of November 2014 

“Exploring the European dimension in health system governance:  

cancer prevention, quality and accreditation, palliative care, research” 

 

On the second day we will focus on good practice from the EU level. What is the added value of the EU in 

developing health policy, keeping in mind subsidiarity? How can it facilitate coordination between and 

within Member States? To explore these questions, four concrete policy areas will be addressed. In parallel 

session participants together with experts from the EU, national and regional level will discuss position 

papers prepared by the Italian EU Presidency and provide feed-back.  

 

9.30 Registration 

10.00 The European dimension in health system governance: what is the added value of the 

EU? 

Andrzej Rys, Director, DG SANCO 

10.30 Break 

 

Parallel sessions:  Presenting EU trends and action in this field 

 

11.00 1. Cancer prevention 

Wendy Tse Yared, Association 

European Cancer League 

 

Presenting the position paper 

Lucia Di Furia, Marche Region, Italy 

Panel discussion 

• Antoni Montserrat, DG SANCO 

• Vittorina Zagonel, IOV -

Veneto Region, Italy) 

• Tit Albreth, National Institute 

of Public Health, Slovenia 

 

2. Quality and accreditation 

Anke Bramesfeld, Aqua Institut, Germany 

 

 

Presenting the position paper 

Claudio Seraschi, Ministry of Health, Italy 

Panel discussion 

• Agnieszka Daval-Cichon DG SANCO 

• Paola Casucci, Umbria Region, Italy 

• Ian Forde,  OECD 

• Jo Decock, INAMI 

13.00 Light Lunch 
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14.00 3. Palliative care 

Paul Vanden Berghe, European 

Association for Palliative Care 

 

Presenting the position paper 

Marco Spizzichino, Ministry of Health, 

Italy 

Panel discussion 

• Antoni Montserrat, DG SANCO 

• Carolina Di Lorenzo, Basilicata 

Region, Italy 

• Massimo Costantini,OECI, 

Italy 

4. Research 

Martin McKee, London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine 

 

Presenting the position paper 

Antonio Addis, Emilia Romagna Region, Italy 

 

Panel discussion 

• Rosanna D’ Amario DG RTD  

• Martin McKee (EUPHA) 

• Giada Li Calzi, Sicily Region 

• Miklos Szocska, Semmelweiss University, 

Hungary 

16.00 Concluding session 

Rapporteurs from the 4 parallel sessions 

Facilitated discussion 

 

17.00 Closing 

Pasqualino Rossi, Ministry of Health, Italy 

 

 

 


