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How to protect not to start  
How to motivate them to quit  ?? 

80.000-100.000 young people 

start to be Addicted  

70 % start before 18yrs 

94%           before 25yrs  
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Specific legislation: 
•Directives 

•Recommendations 

 

Tobacco control in other 
policies:  

 
•Taxation  
•Agriculture 
•Research 

•Customs (illicit trade) 

•Development 
 

 
FCTC 

 
Public Health 
Programme 

Ex Smokers 
are 

unstoppable 

Art 13  
Art 11 

Art 
9/10 

Art 8 

Art 6 

Art 15 

Art 
17/18 

Art 22  
Art 26 

Art 12 
Art 14 

…. 

Revision of the 
Tobacco Products 

Directive: 
Unique opportunity that 

won’t come back for 
another 15 years!!! 

Background: TC instruments at EU level 
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Need for Revision of TPD  
• More than 10 years have passed since the adoption of the 

Tobacco Products Directive.( 2001) 
• At international level, the EU and all of its Member States 

have ratified the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC) which entered into force in February 2005. 

• During this time, there have been several market, scientific 
and international developments in the tobacco sector and 
the existing rules present a number of weaknesses, gaps and 
loopholes.  

• Therefore it has become necessary to update and complete 
the current Directive.  
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Policies areas covered in the TPD? 

1. Regulation of products which do not contain tobacco, such 
as electronic- and herbal cigarettes-smokeless tobacco use 

2. Labelling and packaging of tobacco products 

3. Ingredients/ Additives, such as flavourings, used in tobacco 
products,  

4. Internet sales of tobacco products and Cross border 
distance sales 

5. Tracking and tracing of these products and security 
features 
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ERS policy priorities: 

1. Labelling and packaging + quitlines 
+ TNCO 

2. Ban of ingredients and additives 
which increase attractiveness of 
tobacco products 

3. Ban on Point of Sale display 

4. Maintain the status quo on 
smokeless tobacco 

 



Top priority 

To prevent young 
people from tobacco 
dependence …. 
 



 
Countries with pictorial warnings 
 39 countries 
 



Source: Environics Research Group. The Health effects of tobacco and health warning messages on cigarette packages—Survey of youth: 
Wave 12 surveys. Prepared for Health Canada; January, 2007.  

…more than 90% of Canadian youth 

agreed that picture warnings provide 

information about the health effects 

and make smoking seem less 

attractive.  

As well as link to other forms of marketing, 

particularly at the point of sale 

 Health warnings reach young people. 



 

34% of smokers in Australia say 

the warnings have helped them 

to try to quit. 

Source: Shanahan, P. and Elliott, D., 2009, Evaluation of the Effectiveness of the Graphic Health Warnings on Tobacco Product Packaging 
2008, Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing, Canberra; 2009.  

 Pictorial warnings promote cessation. 

QUIT LINES HELPFUL  



Source: Cigarette health warnings: International status report. Canadian Cancer Society. October 2011. 

Size of Health warnings  
85% Thailand 

82%   Australia  

80%   Uruguay  

75%   Canada  

65%   Madagascar  

65%   Mauritius  

65%   Mexico  

60%   Philippines  

60%   New Zealand  

60%   Cook Islands  

Greece? 



Public support for Health Warnings  
Eurobarometer 2012 on "Attitudes of Europeans towards Tobacco" 

Measure Greece Support 
(2012) 

Health warnings on all tobacco 
products 

87% 76% 

Standardised plain packaging  64% 57% 

Ban on flavourings 67% 63% 

Security features on packets 81% 73% 

Point of sale advertising bans 69% 64% 

Point of sale display bans 66% 58% 



Assesment Based on 94 studies  





Good Examples? 



The facts  

• Huge body of proof that packaging works 

• No evidence that the proposal would impact 
illicit trade 

• No evidence that government revenues would 
drop  

• No evidence that jobs would be eliminated 

• And figures show that in the last decade, 
government revenue from tobacco taxes has 
increased in most European countries.  
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Key misconceptions due to industry lobbying: 

TPD proposal = 
Increased illicit trade 

TPD proposal = 
farmers go out of 
business 

Plain packaging = 
bad for retailers and 
loss of jobs 





Ireland Greece Lithuania 

+/- 25 Council WG 

meetings planned in 2013 

by IE and LT presidencies 

National 

positions and 

negotiation 

lines 

Unclear whether 

a priority… 

Negotiations for 

a compromise 

19 Dec 

2012 - 

proposa

l 

21.03 

ENVI 

exchang

e of 

views  28.03  

ENVI 

report  

06.05 

deadline 

amdts 

24.04 

ENVI 

debate 1 

29.05 

ENVI 

debate 2 

10.07 

ENVI 

vote 

18.06 

IMCO 

(and 

others) 

adoption Sept EP 

Plenary 

10th DECEMBER: 

Minister’s council 

European 

elections 

Last EP 

plenary 8 Oct EP 

Plenary 



This Presentation: 
1. Smoking? what is the problem? 

2. Background: TC instruments at EU level 

3. Need for revision of the TPD? 

4. Policy area covered? 

5. ERS Priorities for the TPD? Why packaging as number1 ? (the evidence 
says that it works)? 

6. The legislative process: What has happened so far?  

7. What is happening now? 

8. What we did to influence the process and how can you support us? 

9. Conclusions 

 





 

 
Why? Because this is what we do not yet 
know about e-cigarettes?!? 

 

 
• Effects on the lung? 

• Extent of nicotine uptake? 

• Emissions & health impacts of the 
vaporisation compounds? 

• Other potentially harmful chemicals? 

• Overall - health benefits and/or risks or long-
term effects? 
 



 
 
What did SFP do to influence the TPD? 

 
• Petition for the strongest possible Tobacco 

Products Directive Launched on 20th June 

• Promoted on ERS Weekly, European Voice 

newspaper, EPHA newsletter and Cancer 

Research UK network 

• Signed by over 700 lung doctors and health 

professionals so far 
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