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Mission on Cancer

GOAL
Improve the lives of more than 3 million people by 2030, through prevention, cure and for those 

affected by cancer including their families, to live longer and better, jointly with the Europe’s Beating 

Cancer Plan

Challenges
• 2.7 million people in the EU are diagnosed each year

• 1.3 million people die from cancer each year (this no. will increase)

• Total cost of cancer in Europe in 2018: €199 billion

Four Mission objectives 
1. Understanding cancer

2. Prevention & early detection

3. Diagnosis and treatment

4. Quality of life

Concrete actions
• Horizon Europe to provide €378.2 million (2021-23)

• A strategic R&I agenda & governance

• UNCAN.eu platform (2023)

• Cancer Patient Digital Centre (2023)

• Network of Comprehensive Cancer Infrastructures (2025)

A mission is a portfolio of actions across disciplines intended to achieve a bold, inspirational and measurable goal within a 

set timeframe, with impact for society and policy making as well as relevance for a significant part of the European population 

and wide range of European citizens.
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EU Missions – synergies with EU policies and initiatives

Initiatives that can act as ‘enabler’ for the EU 

Mission on Cancer:

• European Health Data Space

• Knowledge Centre on Cancer (KCC)

• EIT & KICs

• EIC

• EIB

• European Universities Initiative

Initiatives the EU Mission on Cancer will 

contribute to:

• Artificial Intelligence Agenda

• European Data Strategy

• Digital transformation and skills

• New European Bauhaus initiative

Initiatives that can help achieve the goal of 

the EU Mission on Cancer 

• Horizon Europe partnerships

• European Cancer Information System (ECIS)

• Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

• Zero Pollution Action Plan

• HealthyLifestyles4all initiative 

• Strategic Agenda for Medical Ionising

Radiation Applications (SAMIRA)

• Research and Training Programme

(Euratom)

• Pharmaceutical Strategy

National activities
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Joint governance established

• Dialogue with Member States: a sub-group on cancer under the Steering Group 
on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention (SGPP) follows jointly the 
implementation of the Cancer Plan and the Cancer Mission. 

• Dialogue with stakeholders: a Stakeholder Contact Group under the EU Health 
Policy Platform as a basis for discussion and exchange.

• EU Implementation Group: a dedicated group gathering different Commission 
services to ensure that actions, policies and findings are aligned across the 
relevant Commission departments.

- sub-group on cancer under the Steering Group on Health Promotion and 
Disease 

https://ec.europa.eu/health/non-communicable-diseases/events_en?f%5B0%5D=topic_topic%3A183
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/hpf/networks#manageAccess-category-1
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Mission on Cancer – governance
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Horizon Europe mission WP2021-2022 topics

Develop and validate a set of quality 

of life measures for cancer patients 

and survivors

HORIZON-MISS-2021-CANCER-02-02 

Preparing UNCAN.eu, a European 

initiative to understand cancer

HORIZON-MISS-2021-UNCAN-01-01 

Better understand healthy versus 

cancer cells at individual and 

population level*

HORIZON-MISS-2021-CANCER-02-03
Develop new methods and 

technologies for screening and early 

detection

HORIZON-MISS-2021-CANCER-02-01

Overall approach

• Apply mission guiding 

principles 

• Close cooperation with Cancer 

Plan actions

• Total budget 2021-2022: € 255 M

*adoption 11/05/22

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-

01: Improving and upscaling 

primary prevention of cancer 

through implementation research* 

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-

01-03: Pragmatic clinical trials to 

optimise treatment for cancer 

patients*

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-

02: Strengthen research capacities 

of comprehensive cancer 

infrastructures*

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-

04: Towards the creation of a 

European Cancer Patient Digital 

Centre*

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-05: 

Creation of national cancer mission 

hubs to support the implementation 

of the Mission on Cancer*
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Update

• Outreach and citizen engagement activities – e.g. Conference on young cancer 
survivors Q1 2023;

• Dialogue with Member States, regions, stakeholders, citizens;

• Horizon Europe mission work programme 2023 in preparation (€ 123 M);

• Phase-2 Mission Board to start in September;

• Working on synergies: e.g. Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan, Horizon Europe 
partnerships, missions, Euratom, EIC, EIT, EIB, charities.
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• EU Mission on Cancer

• Horizon Europe rules apply (see information on participation of UK, CH, Associated and Third countries)

• Read the implementation plan before you apply:

• Commission Communication with Implementation plan (29 September 2021)

• Horizon Europe mission work programme 2021-2022 (June 2021, updated 11 May 2022)

• Mission calls for proposals and partner search tool are accessible via the Funding & Tenders Portal

• First, contact your national contact point, then contact RTD-SANTE-CANCER-MISSION@ec.europa.eu

• Proposed Horizon Europe Health Partnerships and Innovative Health Initiative

• Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and EU4Health programme

• Digital Europe programme

• EIT Health KIC

• Knowledge Centre on Cancer (KCC)

• HaDEA

References
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq/15670;type=0,1;categories=;tenders=;programme=43108390;keyword=;freeTextSearchKeyword=Switzerland%20;matchWholeText=true;period=null;status=0,1;sortQuery=relevance;faqListKey=faqSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_4747
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/cancer_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-2022/wp-12-missions_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/cancer_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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